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REPORT. 


To the Qity Council of New Bedford. 


GENTLEMEN :—The trustees of the Free Public Library 
take pleasure in reporting the general condition of the 
library as satisfactory. There has been a marked increase 
in the number of books distributed during the year, a 
larger attendance in the reading-room, and a wider and 
deeper interest manifested in the affairs of the library. 

The experiment of opening the library for readers on 
Sunday afternoons has proved successful. Increased in- 
terest has been displayed in this measure, and it will 
undoubtedly be permanently continued. 

The rapid increase in the number of volumes in the 
library and the corresponding demand for their use call 
for the adoption of such methods as shall meet the grow- 
ing demands of the people. The time has fully come 
when the requests for a new subject catalogue should be 
heeded. The difficulties in the accomplishment of this 
are many, and they cannot be easily overcome. The 
problem could be quickly solved if there were ample room 
for the use of the library. But as long as it is confined 
to its present limited quarters, it will be impossible to 
put the library into a condition where it will compare 
favorably with others of its size and grade. Until our 
books are placed in a building specially adapted to the 
modern methods of library work, the library must of 
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necessity fall short of fulfilling its highest mission. This 
subject is one of importance to the community, and it 
should command prompt attention. The trustees hope 
that during the coming year considerable progress may 
be made in re-cataloguing the library, as this is a work 
which must be done under any circumstances. 

In the appendix will be found the usual statistics of 
the library for 1891, and a list of those who have made 


oifts. 
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GENERAL STATISTICS FOR 1891. 


Books and pamphlets purchased in 1891, 1,772 
Volumes donated in 1891, 374 
Pamphlets donated in 1891, 720 
Newspapers now on file in the reading-room, 17 
Volumes rebound and repaired, 684 

ae bound, 312 

fe worn out and rejected, 502 
Notices sent for books overdue, 104 
New cards issued, 1,113 
Books taken from the library in 1891, 88,600 
Increase in circulation over that of 1890, 9,694 


The following table shows the attendance at the library on Sunday, 
during 1891. The largest attendance was 44, November 29; the 
smallest was 10, June 14; average attendance, 26. After June 28, the 
library was closed on Sundays until November 8. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT CONCERNING THE 
FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY FOR 1891. 


STATEMENT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 


1891. 
Jan. 1. Cash on hand, 
Paper stock, 
Books lost and paid for, 
Sale of catalogues, 


Fines during 1891, 


Paid for expressage, freight, and jobbing, 
P. O. box and postage, 
Books and papers, 
Binding and paper cutting, 
Stationery, 
Incidentals, 


1892, Jan. 1. Balance in hands of librarian, 


$46.59 
2.83 
1.50 
3.00 
167.65 = $222.07 
$35.10 
42.60 
3.81 
19.11 
19,27 
50.93 
51.25 


FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY ACCOUNT. 


1891. Bills approved January, 
February, 
March, 
April, 
May, 
June, 
July, 
August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 
December, - 


1891, Jan. 1. Annual appropriation, 


‘Transfer, 


TRUST FUND ACCOUNT. 

1891. 
Jan. 1}. Sylvia Ann Howland fund, 
George Howland, jr., fund, 
Charles W. Morgan fund, 
Oliver Crocker fund, 
James B. Congdon fund, 
George O. Crocker fund, 
Dog fund, 


$453.00 
462.75 
494.25 
467.90 
457.75 
496.33 
474.42 
468.21 
513.85 
482.63 
463.55 
485.80 $5,720.44 

$5,700.00 


20.44 $5,720.44 


$4,470.35 


134.53 
67.84 
192.90 
380.37 
512.95 
630.90 $6,389.84 


8 CITY DOCUMENT No. 4. January, 


SYLVIA ANN HOWLAND FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY FUND. 
1891. 


Jan. 1. Unexpended balance of income, $4,470.35 
July 1. Six months’ interest, 1,500.00 
Dec. 31. Six months’ interest, 1,500.00 


Amount returned, 3.00 $7,473.35 


Bills approved for books, periodicals, and binding, viz. : 


January audit, $412.88 
February, 379.26 
March, . 252.26 
April, 260.27 
May, 472.82 
June, 286.29 
July, 253.48 
August, 124.75 
September, 311.98 
October, 353.62: 
November, 585.36 
December, 442.55 $4,135.52 


The detailed statement of the expenditures from the income of this 
fund is as follows: 


Academy of Natural Sciences, $5.00 
American Chemical Journal, . 4.00 
American Journal of Philology, 3.00 
Appleton, D., & Co., 23.40 
Austin, J. O., 5.00 
Balch Bros., 30.00 
Bancroft-Whitney Co., 24.00 
Banks & Bros., 12.00 
Boston Public Library, 1.00 
Boston Society of Natural History, 3.00 
Bushell, W., 2.59 
Cadby, J. H. W., 2.15 
Cambridge Entomological Club, 5.00 
Campbell, J. B., 8.00 
Chadbourne, S. H., 5.25 
Co-operative Newspaper Society, Limited, 1.10 
Dedham Historical Register, 2.00 
Dews, E., 519.84 
K. Anthony & Sons, Incorp., 6.00 
Edwards, J. F., 2.00 


Egypt Exploration Fund, 5.00 
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Electrical World, 

milis, G. H., 

Essex Institute, 

Francis, D. G., 

Haferkorn, H. E., 

freer... P., 

Hathaway, J. H., City Treasurer, 
Hickcox, J. H., 

Holt, H., & Co., 

Houghton, Mifflin, & Co., 
Hutchinson, H.8., & Co., 

Inman, H.5%., 

Joel Munsell’s Sons, 

Ladd, Warren, 

Library Bureau, 

Little, Brown, & Co., 

Littlefield, G. E., 

Luzerne Legal Register, 
McDonough, J., 

Massachusetts Historical Society, 
Mercury Publishing Co., 

Morell, T. H., 

Mount Holyoke Seminary, 
Narragansett Historical Publishing Co., 
Nash, E. W., 

New Bedford Journal Publishing Co., 
New England Magazine Corp., 
Ohio Archaeological and Historical Society, 
Peet, S. D.., 

Phillips, G. R., 

Bed Ve H. W., 

Porter, J. W., 

Publishers’ Weekly, 

Rider, 8. 58., 

Roffe, A. H., & Co.. 

Salem Press Pub. and Printing Co., 
Schoenhof, C., 

Shea, J. G., 

Sherman, C. R., & Son, 

Smith, J. S., & Co., 

Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Historical Society of R. I., 
Studies in History and Politics, 
Taper, KR. W., 

Taylor, T. J., 

ditey, R.-H., 


$3.00 
2.00 
4,50 
2.89 
1.30 
8.30 
169.34 
5.00 
2.50 
32.00 
666.59 
130.00 
5.00 
3.00 
19.40 
667.76 
242.39 
7.75 
16.50 
6.00 
6.00 
4.00 
2.25 
2.00 
16.87 
5.00 
10.50 
2.00 
8.00 
3.00 
6.00 
6.00 
3.90 
9.32 
329.00 
1.50 
229.82 
5.00 
1.00 
2.00 
8.90 
2.80 
735.12 
4.75 
2.00 
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Tupper, F. A., $1.00 
Virginia Historical Society, 20.00 
Waldron, C. D., 2.00 
Walker, G. H., & Co., 15.00 
Williams, H., 10.35 
Wilson, E. L., 4.40 
Zahm, 8. H., & Co., 11.93 $4,135.52 


GEORGE HOWLAND, JR., FUND. 











1891. 
Jan. 1. Unexpended balance of income, $134.53 
One year’s interest, 96.00 
$230.53 
H. 8S. Inman, 50.00 $180.53 
CHARLES W. MORGAN FUND. 
1891. 
Jan. 1. Unexpended balance of income, $67.84 
One year’s interest, 60.00 
$127.84 
OLIVER CROCKER FUND. 
1891. 
Jan. 1. Unexpended balance of income, $192.90 
One year’s interest, ; 60.00 
$252.90 
Academy of Nat. Sciences, $30.00 
American Polytechnic Co., 25.00 55.00 $197.90 
GEORGE 0. CROCKER FUND. 
1891. 
Jan. 1. Unexpended balance of income, $512.95 
One year’s interest, 400.00 
$912.95 
Samuel H. Cook, $187.50 
L. B. Ellis, 63.16 
L. Grinnell & Co., 187.50 
A. M. Lumbard, 76.50 


Pierce & Bushnell Mfe. Co., 78.75 593.41 $319.54 


1892. 


1891. 
Jan. 1. 


1891. 
Jan. 1. 
Feb. 
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JAMES B. CONGDON FUND. 


Unexpended balance of income, $380.37 


One year’s interest, 


30.00 $410.37 


DOG FUND. 

Unexpended balance of income, $630.90 

Received from County Treasurer, 1,291.91 
$1,922.81 

A. Storrs & Bement Co., $6.80 

Richard Ames, 6.25 

Y. W. Ames, 608.00 

Briggs & Lawrence, 25.75 

HK. Anthony & Sons, Incorp., 16.25 

L. M. Gammons, 92.00 

D. J. Kane & Bro., 4.50 

D. J. McAuliffe, 60.00 

Mercury Publishing Co., 181.04 

EK. J. Merrick, _ 196.00 

N. B. Journal Pub. Co., 11.25 

Pierce & Bushnell Mfg. Co., 5.25 

A. P. Pope, 10.30 

J. IT. C. Reed, 12.50 

Robert A. Taber, 14.27 


The Watchman, 


7.00 1,257.16 $665.65 


Total unexpended balance in the control of the Board of Trustees : 


1892. 
Jan. 1. 


Sylvia Ann Howland fund, $3,337.83 
George Howland, jr., fund, 180.53 
Charles W. Morgan fund, 127.84 
Oliver Crocker fund, 197.90 
George O. Crocker fund, 319.54 


James B. Congdon fund, 


Dog fund, 


410.37 
665.65 $5,239.66 


WILLIAM L. R. GIFFORD, Clerk. 
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